

Title/Theme: Your Choice
Age Range:
Secondary School

          
Estimated Time:   5-10mins
Title/Theme Given by school:
No      

(Approximate Minutes)




Aim: Recognising that Choice is regarded as valuable today, the assembly seeks to present the point that choice is not always free.  There are consequences and responsibilities attached to the choices we make.
Equipment Required: powerpoint slides and projection
Literature Reference(Eg. Bible Base, Quotations etc.):

(Please acknowledge all authors and originators, for Bible references please state version in  use) 
1940 museum story from: Still More Hot Illustrations.

Outline:

Choice Questions:

Manchester United 

or 
Liverpool

Geri Halliwell


or 
Emma Bunton 

McDonalds 


or
Burger King

Dawsons Creek

or
Neighbours

Pepsi



or
Coca Cola

East Enders


or
Coronation Street

Tony Blair


or
William Hague

Graham Norton 

or 
Ali Gi

Eminem


or
Craig David

The Choices we are faced with today:



ISP – literally hundreds to choose from.



Mobile Phone network – can’t just buy a mobile phone – it’s a package of options.



TV Channels – again, hundreds available to watch.

Pizza Toppings – Ham, Pineapple, pepperoni, olives, mozzarella, peppers, garlic, meatballs, chicken, spicy, extra tomato, the list goes on and on and on….  

Maybe some more important choices:





Subject Choices 



Career



Political Party in Elections

We are faced with choices every day.  Some are unimportant some are vital.

What sort of thing influences our choices?

Choosing a mobile phone – the cost, the quality of service, the features on the phone, what all your mates have.

Choosing a Pizza – your favourite taste, cost, whether the garlic seasoning will effect your night out with your boyfriend/girlfriend.

Subjects – what you are good at or enjoy, what qualifications you may need to do your chosen career etc, you like/don’t like the teacher.

The Big dilemma!

Often these choices are not a question of “right or wrong” or “good and bad”, but it can be very difficult to make choices.  

You knew exactly what video you wanted to watch when you left the house, but now you are faced with all the video titles and latest releases, the sheer range of options paralyses you and in the end you can spend hours standing in front of the video stand agonising over which film to get out.

But we wouldn’t want it any other way.  IF we only had one TV channel to watch we would soon get bored.  If there were only one mobile phone handset on the market we would probably not bother having one.  

Having a choice seems to be the most important thing.

The Big problem!!!

The problem with choices is that there are consequences:  

Choosing to go out and play football instead of do the homework, may be the attractive option at the time, but such care free neglect may result in a detention the next day, or a failed exam in year 11, or ultimately limited choices of job in the distant future.

Choosing to sleep with your …

Choosing to believe there is no God may seem like the scientific choice, but actually leaves you with no real answers to some of the biggest questions you will ever face.  I don’t believe life really makes sense without the designs of a Creator God giving us life and purpose.  No real answers exist to the emptiness of the future without a God who is already in the future.  The universe suddenly becomes a lonely place without a God who knows me and cares for me as an individual.

In the 1940’s workmen in the basement of a Paris museum found an old burial case squeezed into an obscure corner of cellar.  They decided that the box would make an excellent storage space for some collectables not on display in the museum upstairs.  Without checking with the museum caretakers, they simply emptied the contents into the city sewer and filled the box with the odds and ends.  

Only later did they discover they have inadvertently disposed of the remains of Egypt’s most famous personage – Cleopatra.  

When we make choices without checking the consequences we can end up throwing away things of real value.  


Think carefully about the choices you make today.
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