

Title/Theme: Stand Up for what you believe!!!!
Age Range:
Secondary School

          
Estimated Time:   5-7mins






   

(Approximate Minutes)




Aim: To challenge apathy and encourage people to think about our beliefs and how they affect the choices we make.
Equipment Required:  Sign with “Agree” “Do not agree”. Bluetac.
Literature Reference(Eg. Bible Base, Quotations etc.):  (reference to Isaiah 58v6-7)
(Please acknowledge all authors and originators, for Bible references please state version in  use) 
Outline: 
Statements (recruit 4/5 volunteers): As you read out the statements explain that they have to move towards to AGREE or DO NOT AGREE signs depending on their view. If they are not sure they stand in the middle. 

Manchester United are the worst team in the world.

Fox Hunting is a good sport.

Eminem’s music is helpful when dealing with life’s problems.

Unwanted pregnancies should be aborted

Honesty is an important part of friendship.

There is nothing wrong with smoking cannabis.

There is no such thing as God.

Everyone should become vegetarian. 

It doesn’t matter who you sleep with - after all it’s only sex.

We don’t want too many foreigners coming to live here.

Everyone’s opinion is valid.

Reward the volunteers explaining that it can be very hard to stand out for what they believe about something and it takes courage to do what they have just done.

SAY: There are all sorts of reasons why we might not speak up:

being afraid that others might laugh at us;

unsure if we are actually right in our belief;

losing friends;

feeling that we couldn’t make a difference;

don’t care that much about the issue;

ASK: Is everyone’s opinion valid? 

SAY that if we don't care what other peoples opinions are then we may be endorsing injustice. Read Poem: 

"First they came for the Jews

and I did not speak out - because I was not a Jew;

Then they came for the communists 

and I did not speak out - because I am not a communist;

Then they came for the Trade Unionists 

and I did not speak out - because I did not belong to a Trade Union;

Then they came for me - and there was no one left to speak out for me."

Pastor Niemoller, victim of the Nazis

.
Some things are not worth getting too worked up about, but there are some things worth making a stand for. It takes a lot of courage to speak out when we see something that is wrong; when we witness injustice or abuse. 

Story:  "Woman is mugged in an apartment block in America where she is stabbed and robbed; the thief runs off as she cries for help. She struggles out onto the street and collapses on the floor. No-one comes to her help choosing not to get involved. Three times the thief returns to take her possessions and finally to finish her off." 

If someone had bothered to get involved it would have made a difference to her life!  
Reflect: What are the injustices you see around you?  How can you stand up and make a difference?
On screen (if powerpoint) Isaiah 58v6-7. 
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